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Proving, 
That the Impoſition of the Sacrament 


of the Lord's Supper, as a Qualifi- 
cation for a Secular Office, 


18 


I. Contrary to the Expreſs Laws of God. 

II. Contrary to the Doctrines of the Church of 
England. 

III. — to the Docttines of the Diſſenters 
And, 

IV. Contrary to the National and Natural 
Rights of all Mankind. 


In which the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of ta 
away the Sacramental Teſt at this Juncture, is 
particularly conſider d. 
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1 N 


LE to 4 Member of 


Parliament. 


'EPIST 


HFonoured Sir, | 

7 OD have ſeen ſeveral of my Trails concerning 
Government, wherein ] have abode by our antient 
Conſtitution, it being, as I believe, the beſt con- 


flinnted Form of Government in the World, We of the - 
Engliſh (ation have no reaſon to complain of our Foreſa- 


thers, who have left as ſuch. valuable "Nights, defended with 


ob able Fences and © Bulwarks, that we our ſelves can male 


no addition to their Strength; and which will laſt to the 


utmoſt period of time, if we our ſelves make no Dilapida- 


tions upon them with our own hands, 


Sach are our native Freedoms, and ſuch is our holy Re- 


ligion, if we can but content our ſelves with thoſe Laws e- 


ſtabliſbed by the Wiſdom of the Almighty, without any Ad. 


ditions of our own, that we may ſay, be has not dealt ſo 
with any other Nation. God, who contrivd the means of 


Man', Salvation, has placed the Marks by which we are to - 
avoid Deſtrucl ion, better than we our ſelves could put theme ; - 


and while we alter his Laws to other ends and purpoſes than 
he at firſt deſign d them in their Inſtitution, we rob him of 


his chief Prerogative, his Legiſlatjue Power, as he is the ſole 


Head, King and Governour of his Church. + 
This Argument is thought more ſeaſonable at this time, 
when the Popiſh Powers of Europe are uniting their Forces 


to deſtroy what they call the Northern Hereſy ; and Eng- | 


land being the chief Bulwark, of the Reformed Religion, it 
behoves all Engliſbmen to unite in the common Cauſe, as well 
as in defence of their Country; for Religion and Liberty 
muſt expect to be buried in one Grave, if ever we are-over- 
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= I do not ſpeak, Sir, on behalf of any Party in this Ar. 
= gument, an en than as they are oppreſi d, dixfranchis'd, 
and denied their native Freedoms, which at this jun@ure 
may prove fatal to our Realm; for I ſuppoſe none will deny 
= that the N ation at this time ſtands in need of the Service of 
- all its Members. Nor would I endeavour to draw you. off 
1 | From the Church of England, any farther than to allow all 
1 Mankind their native Liberty, who are not of her Communi- 
nion. For my part I achnowledg but one Church in the World, 
which is the Church of Chriſt, and believe all men fearirg 
Gad, and working Righteouſneſ7, to be of that Church. This 
Ghurch is built upon a ſure Foundation, and needs not the 
weak Auxiliaries of human Force to ſupport it; and all men 


in ſo deplorable a condition For in thoſe Countries where 
the Proteſtant Religion does moſt flouriſh, the Liberties of 
the People are kept mot ſacred and inviolable ; ſo that to pre- 
ſerve our Religion, is to maintain our Civil Liberty. | 
I Hall conclude only with this Queſtion, viz. Whether 
at this junFure a Civil Teit, inſtead of the Sacrament, would 


—_ not be more beneficial to our common good? Such a Teſt 
1 would be a ſufficient bay to keep Papiſts and Enemies to the 
- Government out of Offices, without any profanation of God's 
4 Holy Ordinance, as it will ſet all the Natives of England 
. in the ſame ſlate of Freedom. All which is ſubmitted 1 
3 | geur wiſer Judgment. | RES 
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N managing this Argument, ſhall take this Method: f 


I. Tchall prove that receiving the Sacrament as a 
Qualification for an Employment is contrary. to 
the expreſs Law of God. | 


II. That it is contrary to the Doctrines of the 


Church of England. | | 
III. That it is contrary to the Doctrines of the Preſ- 
Hterians, and other Diſſenters from the Church 
of England: And 
IV. That it is contrary to the National and Natu- 
ral Rights of all Mankind. | 


I ſhall not in this Argument, as the late Conteſtors 
have done, urge the practice of former Churches, nor 
enforce my Argument by ſayiag that ſuch a Father did fo, 
or that it was the practice of former times. Truth ſtands 

n its own Legs, and is unſhaken like the Pillars of 
the Univerſe. It matters me not, what is the Opinion of 


Fathers, the Decrees of Councils, the Reſolutions of Sy- 


nods: Did God give our Forefathers a Right to judg not 

only for themſelves but for their Poſterity? if fo, our 

Reaſon is ſubjugated to the arbitrary Opinions of our Pre- 
B 


deceſſors, 


(6) 
deceſſors, we go hoodwinkt to Heaven, and grope out 
dur Salvation in the dark. Therefore the Queſtion in dif 

is not concerning the Communion of Churches, or 
of one ſort of Chriſtians with another: But the making 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which ie an Ordinance 
of Divine Inſtitution, fubſervient to mean and fecular 
Ends, and a Teſt to qualify Men for worldly Prefertnents ; 
which I (hall prove is, r 

Firſt, Contrary to the Law of God. By a Law in its 
general Notion, we are to underſtand, the Will of the 
Lawgiver requiring Duty ; in a more particular and a 
propriate ſenſe, we are to underſtand by a Law the Deſign 
and Will of the Lawgiver enacting ſuch a particular Law. 
No Laws are to be repeald other wiſe than by the ſame 
Power which firſt enacted them: the Laws of God are 
the Magna Charta of Religion; not alterable, as under 
the Theocracy, but handed down under a new Diſpenſati- 
en unalterable to Poſterity : And whoever ſhall add or 
diminiſh from thefe Laws, mcurs an Arwathewa, Now the 
appointing an Ordinance or Law of God,toany other end 
or purpoſe than what God himſelf, the ſupreme Lawgiver, 
has defignd it, is an altering, repealing, and downright 
vacating thereof: for in reſpect of God, his Laws are ren- 
dred of no force when they are applied to other ends and 
purpoſes, than what were at firſt deſign d by his unerring 
Wiſdom, and ordain'd by his mfinite Power. When his 
Laws are clog'd with humane Additions or Alterations, the 
virtue of them is loft, and they are as if they had never 
been; for Power is vain and ufelefs when it is not brought 
into act. To illaſtrate this point more particularly in re- 
ſpect to the Sacrament, let us conſider, 8 
Iſt. The Lawgiver and Inſtitutor of this Ordinance, the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which was our Saviour 
Chriſt. I ſuppoſe wy Antagoniſts will not openly deny 
1 3 | bim 


2 


* * 


. 
him a power of making ſuch a Law, the they are very 
familiar with his Prerogative, in wreſting and bending his 
Laws to their own ſecular Intereſt. Now look into the 
Statute, Gen. 17. 10. This is my Covenant which ye ſhall keep 
between me and you, and thy Sced after thee, Every Me 
child among you ſhall be circumciſed. And allo into the Sta- 
tute recognizing and confirming the former, £iz. Rom, 4. 
Il. And he received the fign of Circumciſion, a Seal of the 
Righteouſneſi of faith, which he had yet being untircumciſed. 
As Chriſt the Lawgiver wes the beſt Interpreter of the Law 
of Moſes, ſo he knew beſt how to amend, alter, repeal, ot 
inſtitute a new one; the Prophets made good Expolitions 
upon the Law of Moſes, but Chriſt more clear and full, 
as we may ſee through the 5th Chapter of Math. And 
tho our Saviour by a divine Power inherent in himſelf, 
as well as by the Authority and Commiſſion of his Fa- 
ther, mended the Imperfections of the moral Law, his 
Laws are indiſputably perfect, and he has left no Perſon 
in Commiſſion to paſs any Bill of Amendments of his 
Laws into an Act; and if ſuch an Act be made by any 
humane Power or Authority whatſoever, it is ip/o fad 
null and void of it ſelf. It's true, the Pope (the Devil's 
Vicegerent here upon Earth) has taken the boldneſs upon 
him to add five Sacraments to the two which our Savi- 
our has inſtituted 3 and fo that Man of Sin has uſurp'd an 
Authority, which the holieſt Man upon Earth cannot pre- 
tend to: and if any among us do pretend to the like Au- 
thority, I would cen have them honeſtly declare them- 
ſelves Papiſts; and yet the Papiſts themſelves in the Infan- 
ey of the Papal Authority did not fo far uſurp upon God's 
Prerogative, or make Additions, new mould and mend his 
Laws, as now they do, as we may ſee in a Letter from Pope 
Bleutherizs Biſhop of Rome, to Lucius the firſt Chriſtian 
King of England, which — Speed ſays he found amongſt 
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(83) 
the authentick Records of the City of London in an anti- 
ent Manuſcript, Cap. 19. p. 103. of Speed's Chronicle; ſays 
the Pope to the King, Leges Romanas, & Cæſaris ſemper 
reprobare poſſumus, Legem Dei nequaquam, i. e. The Roman 
Laws,and the Emperor's at all times we may miſlike,but the Law 
of God by no means : and if the Kingdoes not govern accord- 
ing to the Laws of God, he tells him what he muſt truſt 
to 3 Rex dicitur a regendo, non a Regno; Rex eris dum 
bene regis ;, quod niſi feceris, nomen Regis non in te conſta- 
bit, & nomen Kegis perdes. i.e. A King takes his Name 
from governing, not from his Kingdom; as long as you rule 
well, ſhall you be a King; which if once you ceaſe to do, the 
Name of 4 King will not continue with you, but you ſhall 
loſe that Royal Title. Have any of our Proteſtant Biſhops 
for this hundred years ſaid as much to a King as this comes 
to? | 
29. Let us conſider the Eaw it ſelf, and the Deſign of 
the Lawgiver in its Inſtitution. This may be found, Lyk. 
22. 19. And he took Bread, aud gave thanks, and brake it, 
and gave it unto them, ſaying, This is my © Body which is given 
for you, this do in remembrance of me; v. 20. Likewiſe the 
Cup after Supper, ſaying, This. Cup is the New Teſtament in 
1 blood, which is ſhed for you. 1 Cor. 10. 16. The Cup 
* Bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the Communion of the 
lood of Ghriſt 8 The Bread which we break, is it not the 
Communion of the Body of Chriit £ To ſpeak briefly, what 
may be gatherd from theſe Texts, declarative of the Nature 
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is no more than 
this, That it is a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, of 
the Covenant of Grace, wherein Believers renew their 
Facts and Promiſes of new obedience with God, and re- 
ceive ſpiritual Nouriſhment to their Souls, and ſupernatu- 


mul Aſſiſtances enabling them to perſevere in the Courſe of 


their. Chriſtian. Duty. But can any Man, even by a wic- 


Eked Innuendo, apply this Ordinance to ſecular ends > With 

what front can he ſay, that this Sacrament is a Seal to a 
fecular Miniſterial Commiſſion; That the God of Peace 
who brought Jeſus from the dead; That ſeſus the Offspring. 
of Heaven, the Son of his Love, the Mediator of the 
New Covenant, who gave his Cheek to the Smiters, and 
 ſuffer'd an ignominious ſhameful Death, when he could 
have called millions of Angels with refiſtleſs fury to have 
 deliver'd him from it; ſhould: inſtitute this his facred Or- 

dinance as a Seal te the Commiſſions of Men of Blood, 
and thereby qualify Men to cut one anothers Throats ? 
No, he was the God of Peace, his Doctrines the Doctrines 
of Peace, which had no regard to temporal Intereſt, or in 


their Nature were an Inlet to Offices of Proſit and Truft ;, 


the whole Courſe of his Life was free from the Pageantry 
of worldly Pomp, nor was he rich in the goods of this. 
World, tho the Treaſures of the Earth and Sea were at his 
command: and in imitation. of their great Maſter, ſuch 
were the. firſt Publiſhers of the Chriſtian Religion; as a 
learned Biſhop of the Church of Exgland ſays, They 
did not go about to tempt and allure Men to their 
* way, by the promiſes of temporal Rewards, and by 
the hopes of Riches and Honours; nor did they uſe any 
« artificial Inſinuations of Wit and Eloquence, to gain 
< upon the Minds of Men, and ſteal their Doctrines into 
e them 3 but delivered themſelves with the greateſt plain- 
« neſs and ſimplicity z and without any ſtudied Ornaments 
4 of Speech. or fine Arts of perſuaſion, declared plainly to 
% them, the Doctrine and Miracles, the Life and Death. 
and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, promiſing Life and 
Immortality to them that did believe and obey his Doc- 
* trine, and threatning eternal Wo and Miſery in another 


< World to the Deſpiſers of it. Tilloſſons Sermons, Vol. a. 
p. 26. | 
Jt 247. 
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(no) 
3ly. Let ns confider the ſigns and the things ſignifyd in 
this Ordinance, and then ſee whether they have any Ana- 
logy with, or Reſemblance to ſecular Affairs. The Signs 

are Bread and Wine, outwardly repreſenting by theſe 
Elements the Body and Blood of Chriſt 3 by the Bread 
his Body, and by the Wine his Blood: The ſpiritual ſigni- 
fication of both is the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and all 
the Benefits of his Mediatorſhip, bequeſted and ſealed to 
Believers, who do by Faith apply them to themſelves. 
Maccovias Diſtinct. p. 143. tells us from St. Auguſtine, Nul- 
lum Lene eft ſacramentale, niſi habet Analogiam cum re ſig- 
nad ; i. e. No ſign is ſacramental, but ſuch as has Analogy 
with the thing ſignifed. Now make an Office the Sign, 
What Analogy has it with the thing ſignified in the Sacra- 
ment? vis. the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, Or to make it 
yet more incongruous, vice verſa, make it the thing ſigni- 
fyd, what relation has it to the Bread and Wine in the 
Sacrament ? ſo that the uſe of the Sacrament in a ci- 
vil Affair is directly contrary to the nature of a Sacra- 
ment, which is of divine Inſtitution, and appointed for 
divine Ends and Purpoſes. 

40. Let us conſider the Qualifications of ſuch as wor- 
thily receive the Lord's Supper, and fee what proporti- 
on they bear with the Qualifications of ſuch who are 
worthily admitted into Offices. The Qualifications of thoſe 
who worthily receive the Lord's Supper, are theſe : 

1. They are ſtrictly to examine themſelves, 1 Cor. 11. 
28. whether they have knowledg to diſcern the Lord's 
Body : The Qualification of an Officer is to examine whe- 
ther he underſtands the Employment he would acquire. 

2. Whether they are in the Faith, 1 Cor. 11. 29, Of 
an Officer, whether he can truſt in the great Man that re- 
commends him. 


3. Whether they have repented and Judged themfelves, 


1 Cor. 


( 
x Cor. 11. 31. Of an Officer, whether he has repented 
of the Injuries done by him in his private Capacity, 
and judges himſelf. honeſt enough for an Employment. 
Where is the Analogy alt this while, or any deſign of 
this nature in the Toſtirution of the Lord's Supper > 
| The Effects of receiving unworthily are theſe, _ 
Cr.) Such Perfons eat and drink their own Damnation, 
x Cor. 11. 29. The contrary Effects to Officers that come 
into Office unworthily, who are generally promoted, 
and eat and drink of the Fat of the Land. 4 
2.) They are guilty of the Body and Blood of Chrift, 
x Cor. rr. 27. The contrary with Officers ; they are guil- 
ty of a Peccadillo, which may be atoned with a ſmall 
Sum of Mony,. 3 
But to come yet a little cloſer to the Point; 
5ly. Let us confider the Sacrament as a Qualification in 
a ſtrict and human ſenſe, and ſee whether the Nature of 
it will admit it to be a Qualification in a political ſenſe. 
The Nature of the Sacrament, and the Qualifications of 
ſuch as receive it worthily, you have ſeen before: Now 
ſuppoſe a Perfon duly qualify d, and worthily receiving 
the Lord's Supper, has a right thereby to the Benefits 
arifing by that Ordinance 3 you cannot from hence gather 
that he is fitly qualify d, and hath a right to an Office 3 
- there is as much difference betwixt the Qualifications for 
the Sacrament, and the Qualifications for an Office, as 
there is betwixt Grace and Nature it ſelf. There are ma- 
ny take the Sacrament, that are entire Enemies to this 
Government, and preſent Settlement, who as ſuch are not 
qualify'd for Offices: Will the Sacrament make them qua- 
lify'd 2 A Man may be a good Lawyer, and qualify d to ma- 
nage a Suit in Chancery, and yet not be quality'd to build the 
King a Houſe; Will his taking the Sacrament at the Church 
make him qualify u for a Builder? From hence we muſt con- 
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1 4 * 
_ - dude, That the Qualification ought to be of the ſame na- 
= ture with the Office the qualify'd Perſon is to enjoy : If 
a Civil Office, a Civil Qualification; if a Religious Of- 
fice, a religious Qualification. Contraries affect one ano- 
ther only to their deſtruction. Our Clergy would think 
itabſurd to oblige them to ſubſcribe the Maſsbook inſtead of 
the 39 Articles, in order to their admittance into Benefices z 
and yet it is not ſo abſurd as taking the Sacrament as an 
Admittance into a civil Employment 3 the Maſsbook and 
39 Articles being both religious. A Civil Telt is moſt 
proper for Civil Employments, and a Religious Teſt 
for Religious Employments. The Laity and Clergy are 
Bodies Politick and Religious, and ſo differ in point of 
Conſtitution; they enjoy diſtinct Privileges,and when one 
truckles to the other, it muſt be in prejudice to the Rights 
of the Perſons fo ſubmitting, as in the caſe before us. 
Here the Laity are in prejudice of their Rights ſubſervient 
to the Clergy, who are but their Servants, as holding 
their Living by no other Tenure than the Poor of the 
= Land hold their Alms-houſes. This is ſetting Men upon 
4 their bare Heads, and putting their Perriwigs upon their 
3 Feet. The Laity muſt firſt down on their Knees, and ask 
leave of their Servants theClergy to receive an Office. And 
| what if the Clergy refuſe to give the Laity the Sacrament ? 
2 I know no courſe to compel them: fo that the poor Lay- 
man muſt fit down contented with the Loſs of the Office to 
which he was deſigned, for he hath not found favour in 
= - the eyesof him who is become his Lord and Maſter, the 


Prieſt. 

When we appeal from one Court to another, we al- 
ways appeal from an inferiour Court to a ſuperiour, and 
that of the ſame nature with the inferiour: but here 
the Laity appeal to 4 Body of Men who are not only 
of a contrary Nature and Conſtitution, but like-. 


(13) 
' wiſe in degree below themſelves; fo that impoſing the Sa- 
crament as a qualification for an Office is not only contrary 

to the Law of God, and inconſiſtent with the nature of 
a true Qualification, but alſo a degrading of the Laity. [ 
preſume I have ſaid enough to prove that this Practice is 
neither preſcrib'd nor allow'd by the Law of God, but 
contrary to it. I (hall now proceed to ſhow that the Opi- 
nion and Doctrine of the Church of Exgland is the ſame, 
however its practice has for ſome time been, and is at the 


preſent. 


II. That it is contrary to the Doctrines of the Church 
of England, appears by Art. 25. There are two Sacra- 
* ments ordained of Chriſt our Lord in the Goſpel, 
« . e. Baptiſm, and the Supper of the Lord. Here Chrilt 
is acknowledged to be the Lawgiver and [nſtituter of this 
Ordinance. Again, Art. 28. © It is a Sacrament of our 
e Redemption by Chriſt's Death; inſomuch that to ſuch 
« as rightly, worthily, and with Faith receive the ſame, 
the Bread which we break is a partaking of the Body of 
Chriſt, and likewiſe the Cup of Bleſſing is a partaking 
« of the Blood of Chriſt. Tranſubſtantiation (or the 
Change of the Subſtance of Bread and Wine) in the 
e Supper of the Lord cannot be proved by Holy Writ ; 
„but it is repugnant to the plain Words of Scripture, 
« overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hathgiven 
* occalion to many Superſtitions. Now query whether 
the changing of this Divine Ocdinance into a human and 
Civil Teſt, be not as abſurd as the Converſion of the Ele- 
ments into contrary Bodies endow'd with different Qua- 
lities in the Popiſh Euchariſt, and in effect a mere Tran- 
ſubſtantiation? | 
In the ſame Article; The Body of Chriſt is given, 
e taken, and eaten in the Supper only after a heavenly 
* and 
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„ 
e and ſpiritual manner; and the Mean whereby the Body 
« of Chriſt is received and eaten in the Supper, is Faith. 
But as a Teſt is it not eaten after a corporeal and carnal 
manner, or is Faith or any Spiritual act exerciſed there- 
in, when the ultimate End and Deſign of the Agent is 
the Acquiſition of a temporal and ſecular Preferment? 
Let us a little examine their Homilies, and ſee how they 
agree with this Doctrin and Practice. To. 2. Hon. XV.“ We 
* muſtcertainly know that three things be requiſite in him 
which would ſeemingly, as becometh ſuch high Myſteries, 
* reſort to the Lord's Table, i. e. 1. A right and worthy 
«* Eſtimation and Underſtanding of this Myſtery, 2. To 
come in a ſure Faith. 3. To have new neſs or purencſs 
c of Life to ſucceed the receiving of the ſame. P. 2, 
That Newneſs of Life, and godlineſs of Converiàtion, as 
fruits of Faith, are required in the Partakers of this 
Table, we may learn by cating of the typical Lamb, 
whereunto no man was admitted but he that was a Jew, 
* and circumcis d, and was before ſanctified. Did our Cler- 
gy read this Homily, and conſider it when they gave the 
facramental Qualification to theArmy and Navy-Officers ? 
Did they examine them of their knowledg in diſcernin 
the Lords Body, of their Repentance and New Obedi- 
ence? Have they obſcrved their newneſs and purity of 
Life ſucceeding their receiving the ſame? Arethey become 
new Men ? are their Sins a burden to them? and have 
they unlearnt them their horrid practice of damning and 
finking their own Souls, imprecating that terrible Juſtice 
of Heaven upon themſelves, which the beſt Men upon 
Earth tremble to think of? I ſay, if they have not obſer- 
ved theſe changes, as well as foreknown the knowledg of 
their Communicants, they mult conclude, that they have 
grven the'Cup of Damnation to many poor Creatures. 


. Thus 
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(15)” 
Thus you ſee that the ſacred Inſtitution of the Lord's 
Supper is recognized by the Articles of the Church of Exg- 
1 and that this and the other Ordinances of God, and 
all his Laws are not to be repeal'd by humane Powers and 
Ordinances. Read Homil. V. Chriſt rehearſing the 
© Commandments declared, That the Laws of God be 
ee the very way that doth lead to everlaſting Life, and 
ce not the Traditions and, Laws of Men. To,2. Ham. II. 
e Containing the immutable Law and Ordinances of God, 
e inno Age or Time to be altered; nor of any Perſons, 
© of any Nation, of any Age to be diſobey'd. This 
is ſcriptural Truth in downright Engliſh. As alio 
To. 2, Hom. X. Let us eſteem the holy Table of God's 
Word, appointed by him to inſtruct us in all neceſſary 
“% Works, ſo that we may be perfect before him in the 
ce whole Courſe of our Life. To. 1. Home. I. p. 3. Such 
© hath been the corrupt Inclination of Man, ever ſuper- 
*« ſtitiouſly given to make new honouring of God of his 
% own head, and then to have more Affection and Devo- 
e tion to keep that, than to ſearch out God's Holy Com- 
e mandments, and to keep them, and ſeparate and ſever 
© God's Commandments from the Commandments of Men. 
This is ſpoken in their Homilies concerning the moral Laws 
of God and the Decalogue : But fee what they ſay con- 
cerning the Laws of Chriſt. To. 1. How. V. p. 2. 
& Chriſt reprov'd the Laws and Traditions made by the 
© Scribes and Phariſees, which were not only for good or- 
der of the People (as the civil Laws were) but they 
© were ſet up ſo high, that they were made to be right 
and pure worſhipping of God, as they had been equal 
„with God's Laws or above them; for many of God's 
* Laws could not be kept, but were fain to give way 
unto them. This Arrogancy God deteſted, that Man 
* ſhould ſo advance his Laws to make them equal with 
Ti ES A. God's 
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« God's Laws, wherein the true honouring and right wor- 


to be left off. God hath appointed his Laws, whereby 
his Pleaſure is to be honoured—— They were not con- 
tent to have them called by the name of other tempo- 
ral Laws, but called them holy and god!y Traditions; 
« and would have them not only eſteemed for a right and 
true worſhipping of God (as God's Laws be indeed) but 
& alſo for the moſt high honouripg of God, to which 
« the Commandments of God ſhould give place. And 
« for this Cauſe did Chriſt fo vehemently ſpeak againſt 
them. 

This is what is contained in the DoCtrines of the Church 
of England; and yet thoſe very Men who own the Doc- 
trines of the Church, and ſubſcribe to its Articles, can 
trample upon the Laws of Chriſt, and make his Ordi- 
nances only as ſo many ſteps to raiſe em high enough to 
get a ſuperiority over the Laity. Well had it been for 
Religion if the antient Order of the Church had conti- 
T and that theſe Homilies full of Gofpel-Fruths had 
never been joſted out by Sermons, which hath given an op- 
portunity to every factious Clergyman to fow from the 
Pulp it the Seeds of Diviſion : thus the Laity would have 
been inſtructed in the more material Truths of the Goſpel 
neceſſary to Salvation, inſtead of the inſlaving Falſhoods 
of Paſhve-Obedience and Non refiſtance, and the Arbitra- 
xy Notions of Corqueſt; our Clergy would not have 
been, as we have found them, a parcel of Bruſhes only 
to kindle Faggots of Sedition, and to calculate new in- 
flaving Docttines for the Meridian of every Government, 
whilſt Religion languiſhes beneath its own weight, and 
they preach up the Rights of Cæſar ſo much beyond his 
juſt due, that God is deny 'd his Sovereignty as the ſupreme 
Governour and Lawgiver of his Church. I now come 
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I!l. To prove that receiving the Sacrament as a Qualifiea- 
tion for an Office, is contrary to the Doctrines and Princi- 
les of the *Presbjterians and other Diſſenters from the 
Church of England, 
The Aſſembly of Divines in their larger Catechiſm, 
which is the Body of Divinity of the Presbyterian:, give 
this Definition of a Sacrament. © A Sacrament is a holy 
* Ordinance inſtituted by Chriſt in his Church, to tignity, 
* ſea}, and exhibit unto thoſe that are within the Cove- 
% nant of Grace, the Benefits of his Mediation, to 
« ſtrengthen and increaſe their Faith, and all other Graces; 
* to oblige them to Obedience; to teſtify and cherilh their 
Love and Communion one with another, and to diſtin- 
« guiſh them from thoſe that are without. Here's not one 
word of a Civil Office either expreſſed or imply'd. What 
the Lord's Supper is they tell us, Page 139. Larger Cate- 
chiſmz © The Lord's Supper is a Sacrament of the New 
“ Teſtament, wherein by giving and receiving Bread and 
« Wine, according to the Appointment of Jeſus Chriſt, 
bis Death is ſhewed forth; and they that worthily com» 
* municate, feed upon his Body and Blood, to their ſpi- 
ritual nouriſhment and growth in Grace; have their 
« Union and Communion with him confirm d, teſtify and 
renew their thankfulneſs and engagement to God, and. 
e their mutual Love and fellowſhip each with.other as 
Members of the ſame myſtical Body. 

So in their Conſcſſion of Faith agreed unto by the Kirk. 
of Scotland. Chap. XXIX. p. = ths Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
the Night wherein he was betray'd, inſtituted the Sacrament 
of his "Bod ly and Blood called the Lord's Supper, to be ob- 
ſerved in his Church unto the end of the World, for the 


tual remembrance of the Sacrifice of bimſelf in his Death, the- 
* ſealing 
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"ſealing all Benefits rar unto true *Believers, their ſpiritual. 
nouriſhment and growth in him, their further Engagement 
in and to all Duties which they owe unto him, and to be a 
Bond and Pledg of their Communion with him and with each 
other, as Members of his myſtical Body. We cannot find 
here one word that ſo much as hints at a ſecular End in this 
Sacrament. I ſhall in the next place give you the Qualifi- 
cations they acknowledg neceſſary in ſuch as receive this 
Sacrament. In their larger Catechiſm, p.140. they ſay, They 
that receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, are before they 
come to prepare themſelves thereunto, by examining themſelves 
of their being in Chriſt, of their Sins and want of the Truth, 
and meaſure of their Knowledg, Faith, Nepentance, Love 
to God and the Bret hren; Charity to all men, forgiving thoſe 
Phat have done them wrong; of their deſires after Chriſt, and 
of their new Obedience by renewing the Exerciſe of theſe Gra- 
ces, by ſerious Meditation and fervent Prayer. Alſo Di- 
rectory, p. 33. The ignorant and ſcandalous are not fit to re- 
ceive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Confeſſion of 
Faith, Chap. XXIX. p. 8. Although ignorant and wicked Men 
receive the outward Elements in this Sacrament, yet they re- 
ceive not the thing ſignify'd thereby: but by their unworthy 
coming thereunto, are guilty of the Body and Blood of the 
Lord to their own Damnation. Wherefore, all ignorant and 
nngodly Perſons, as they are nnfit to enjoy Communion with 
him, ſo ave they unworthy of the Lord's Table and cannot 
without great Sin againſt Chriſt, while they remain ſuch, par- 
tale of theſe holy Myſteries, or be admitted therennto, This 
is their own.Dofrine, and yet have they allow'd their 
People to receive the Sacrament with the Church of Eng- 
8 land asa Qualification for an Office, with no other prepa- 
ration thereuntothan a ſecular Commiſſion: and when ſuch 
Officers have afterwards been accus d of publick Frauds; 
have admitted them to the Sacrament, without enquiry in- 
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. 
to their Behaviour, or any viſible ſigns of Repentance and 
New Obedience. This Practice looks as if they had aban- 
don'd their old Tenents, and were become Courtiers to 
ſuch a degree, that they are not now of their own Party. 
We find hitherto they own the Sacrament to be God's Or- 
dinance inſtituted by Chriſt as Lawgiver and Head of his 
Church. Let us now proceed and enquire, whether they. 
allow God's Laws may be ſuperſeded, vacated. altered, 
converted, or applied to ſecular Ends and Purpoſes. 

In their Confeſſion of Faith, Chap XXXIII. God, the 
Supreme Lord and King of all the World, hath ordained Civil 
Magiſtrates to be under him. P. 3. The Civil Magiitrate 
may not aſſume to himſelf the adminiſtration of the Word and 
Sacraments, or the power of the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; yet hath Authority, and it is his Duty to take order, 
that Onity and Peace be preſerved in the Church, that the 
Truths of God be kept pure and entire, that all Blaſphemies and 
Hereſies be ſuppreſſed, all Corruptions and Abuſes in Worſhip 
and Diſcipline prevented or reformed : And all the Ordinances 
of God duly ſettled, adminiſtred and obſerved. Chap. XXV. 
p. 6. There is no other Head of the Church but the Lord Feſus 
Chrift. Larger Catechiſm, p. 106. What God forbid: is at 
no time to be done, what he commands is always our Duty. 
God has no where commanded the receiving of the Sacra- 
ment as a human Ordinance (for ſuch it is where appro- 
priated to a human End) but he has every where in his 
Word declared againſt and forbid it, 

Ia their Advice to the Lords and Commons concerning 
Church-Government, they ſay, The wn 6" Oracles and 
Ordinances of the New Teſtament are given by Jeſus Chriit to 
the General Church viſible, for the gathering and perfed ing of 
it in this Life, until his ſecond coming, 

Thus have I given you an Account of the Diſſenters in 


relation to the nature of its Inſtitution, End, and hw ** 
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1 ur d his Death. 


„„ | - 
fo that you ſee they are Orthodox enough ia their Princi- 
ples; they allow God that Sovereignty in Profeſſion, which 
they will not allow him in Practice. I ſhall therefore cloſe 
this Head with conſidering the Diſſenters in their diſſenting 
Capacity from the Church of Erglang,and conſider how far 
as ſuch their Principles will allow them to take the Sacra- 
ment with the Church of Exgland for an Employment. 

What I have before recited from the received Opinions 
of the Diſſenters concerning the natyre of the Sacrament, 
is enough to prove, that it is illegal to receive the Com- 
munion even with their own Churches upon the foreſaid 
Account : But that upon the ſame account they can com- 
municate with a Church from which they diſſent, is a mere 
Myſtery. This is like ſome honeſt Citizen that fits in his 
Shop and rails againſt Highwaymen,yet ever and anon ſteps 
out himſelf to get a booty upon the Road. When we 
know Mens avowed Principles, we might rationally con- 
clude what was their practice, for in this caſe we are mi- 
ſtaxen. Theſe have one Religion in their Congregations, 
and another in the Government ; they blow hot and cold, 
and to ſpeak within the Bounds of Charity, I cannot be- 
_ ſuch Men to have-any other Religion than their In- 
reretr, | | 

Far beit from me to enter into the Secrets of the Al- 
mighty, or to paſs a raſh Judgment on the Memory of him 
who ſuffer'd ſo much (when living) under the moſt wie- 
ked and unjuſt Judgment that ever was. -But I cannot 
forbear to obſerve, how in the late Reign it pleaſed God 
in his wiſe Providence to permit the Popiſn Faction to glut 
themſelves with the innocent Blood of that Perſon, who 
was one of the firſt of the eminent Presbyterians that com- 
municated with the Church of England to qualify him- 
ſelf for the Office of Sheriff of London; which Office 
prov d his Snare, and rais'd him up choſe Enemies who pro- 
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: (121) | 
I know that they diſtinguiſh (or rather ſhuffle) betwixt 
Occaſional and Conſtant Communion; and therefore I ſhall 
here a little conſider this thing calld Occaſional Commn- 
nion. By Occaſional Communion I underſtand no mote 
than this, That if a Member of a Congregation by the 
Providence of God be ſo far from his own Church that he 
cannot communicate, and in a place where there is a 
Congregation of Chriſtians in Communion one with ano- 
ther according to the Word, that upon this occaſion he 
may warrantably communicate with them. But when a 

Presbyterian is in London, and perhaps nearer his own 
Church than any of the Churches by Law eſtabliſhed, 
what occaſion has he to paſs by his own Church, and 
communicate with the Church of England one day in the 
year, and all the reſt in his own Church? I leave any un- 
prejudiced Perſon to judg whether it is his Religion or In- 
tereſt, the Worſhipof God, or his Office that is the occa- 
ſion of his Communion. 2 ö 

Whatſoever is occafional is acted in an Opportunity I 
have of doing ſomething which I thought not of before, 
and which, if that Opportunity had not preſented, I ſhould 
not have done. But in this caſe, where the End and De- 
ſign of the Action is pre-conſidered,. and the Effect of it 
fore-judg'd, *tis the Intereſt of the Perſon ſeeks out the 
occaliun and opportunity of putting that Intereſt into 

Action. Here is nothing in this caſe of Occaſion or Acci- 
dent. I have no occaſion to do a thing which I may let 
alone, or to ſuffer an Evil which I may avoid, or to com- 
municate with a Church which I think corrupt, or at leaſt 
heſitate about its ſoundneſs when I can communicate with 
a Church I believe is pure in its Fundamentals. PE hs” 

The great difference betwixt the Presbyterians and the 
Church of England is about Circumſtantials and things 
indifferent; they both agree that kneeling at the Sacra- 4 
ment is no eſſential part of it, or abſolutely neceſſary 5 _ 1 

nay, not the Sacrament it (elf eſſential 10 Salvation, fr m__ 
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non Privatio Sacramentorum, ſed Contemptus damnat. And 
yet by the practice of both they acknowledg that the Sa- 


erament it ſelf is eſſential to an Office. Thus is the holy 
Ordinance of God made a Stalking - Horſe to every Man's 
private Intereſt; the Auri ſacra fames, is a molt powerful 
thing, and brings Votaries even from the very horns of 


the Altars. 


The other Diſſenters owning this practice neither in 


Principle nor Fact, are not to be conſidet'd under this Head. 


IV. What remains to be proved is, That the Sacra nent 
impoſed as a Teſt on ſuch as bear Offices,is contrary, to the 


National and Natural Rights of Mankind. 


We: are born to fome Rights as we are Men, to others 
as we are Natives of ſuchor ſuch a Country: but this Im- 
poſition is deſtructive of both theſe Rights; as Men, we 
have a natural Right to the uſe of our Reaſon, and the 
exerciſe of our intellectual Faculties, which cannot be re- 


ſtrain d legally, but by force of Reaſon and Argument; 
and here the Underſtanding becomes rationally paſſive, 


and exerts the higheſt Freedom in ſubmitting tothe cogent . 
Rules of Reaſon. Man is no free Agent whillt his UL1der-- 
ſtanding is ſhacklꝰd by forcible and coercive Statutes. Nor 
would | be underſtood here to intend that the Crvil Magi- 
ſtrate has not a Power to compel, by Mulcts and Penalties, 
vicious Mankind to the Obſervance of wholeſom Laws, 
contrary. to the determinations of corrupt Reaſon ; but 
what is here intended is no more than this, that the Secular 
Arm has no power eoercive over the Minds of Men in. 
matters of Religion, ſo as to force them to act contrary 
to the Word of God revcaled in Scripture, of which their 
Minds are rightly appriſed. It may here be objcRed, 
That Men are not forc'd in this caſe to take an Employ- 
ment: To which anſwer, In ſome caſes they are not, and 


in others they are ; they are not forc'd to take an Office 
ef Profit under the King, here is no Compulſion: But 


So > 
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however they are by this Act kept back by a forcible and ' 
penal Reſiſtance, without it they cannot be Officers; and ſo 
their natural Right tothe freedom of their Fellow Subjects 
is deſtroy'd. In ſome Caſes they are ground between two 
Milſtones, viz. this Act, and the Charters and By-Laws of 
the Cities and Corporations of which they are Deniſons. 
The Act obliges them to take the Sacrament, as Mayors, Þ 
Aldermen, Sheriffs, G. Their Charters and By-Laws E 
puniſh them with ſevere Mulcts if they are elected, and q 
do not hold their Offices. And what is the Caule of this? 
Only the Act which obliges them to go contrary to their 
natural Reaſon, or what is worſe, contrary to their Con- 
ſciences, or elſe ſubmit to the fine of their Fellow-Citt- 
zens. Thus thoſe that have ferved their Time and char- 
geable Offices in a City, are deny'd bearing any further 
Office either honourable or profitable, unleſs they make 
their Conſciences ſubſervient to their Intereſt. 

As we are Natives of a Country, by our being born in 
that Country, we have a natural and indiſputable Right 
to all the Freedoms, Immunities and Franchiſes of it, ſuch 
a Right as no Power on Earth can deprive Mankind of; 
nay ſuch a Right, that a Man himſelf cannot give away or 
bequeath to another: for no Man can make another a 
Native of Exgland that was not born in England. This 
Right is hereditary, and not to be reſcinded by any Will 
or deed of Gift, bit deſcends to Poſterity by a natural 
Entail. If my Father be guilty of Treaſon, he loſes his 
Freedom, and becomes a Priſoner, he loſes his Bife, and 
forfeits his Eſtate to the Crown: now tho by my Father's 
Forfalture I loſe my Patrimony; yet by that Act of his 
I do not loſe my Right to my Liberty and Property, 
which he enjoy'd before be became a Delinquent 3 I am 
rectus in Curia, my Cauſe is pleadable at Bar, and I have 
an equal right to common Faſtice with the reſt of my Fel- 
low-Subjects. _. - | 6 

To apply this to the Caſe in hand. The Diſſenters are 
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| 624) * 
born in England, are the natural People of their King 
and Country, and have a National Right to the Immuni- 
ties and Privileges of their Country, and their Prince's Fa- 
vour: But by this Act they are Baſtardized, and depriv'd 
of their Birthright. It will be objected, that they are only 
deny d the Favour of their Prince in point of Offices: 
But (till this is debarring them of their National Right; 
for the Government is ſupported in common by all the 
good People of England, and thoſe that plant a Tree, prune 
and water it, ought to have the advantage of its ſhadow 3 
either admit em to Offices, or exempt em from Taxes : 
tis cruel to raiſe Mony upon em, to pay Salaries to thoſe 
that rob them of their Birthright. | | 
They l tell you the Reaſon why theſe Hardfhips are put 
upon Proteſtant Diſſenters is, becauſe they differ from 
the Church eſtabliſh'd, are Enemies to Monarchy, and 
Promoters of Sedition. I muſt here beg leave to clear up 
this point, and juſtify the Diſſenters, ſo far as to prove 
that their Grievance in this kind is an intolerable Hard- 
ſhip and unnatural Oppreſſion. 

Were they not as early in the Revolution as any? Did 
they ever queſtion the legality of the preſent Settlement, 
or any ways endeavour to embaraſs the Affairs of his Ma- 
jeſty? I am very loth to recriminate: But who were thoſe 
that withdrew from the Houſe of Lords, and gain'd a Par- 
ty of Nonjuror, to the Government, when it was yet 
in its Infancy, ſurrounded with potent Enemies at home 
and abroad ? were they not of the Church? Who opposd 
the Recognition-Bill? were they not the ſame Perſons? 
Who embaraſsd his Majeſty's Affairs in the Commons 
Houſe ? were they not of that number? Who were the 
that entred intothat damnable Aſſafhination- Plot againſt his 
Majeſty's Life ? were they not for the moſt part compoſed 
of ſuch Men? Who betray'd our Fleets into the Enemies 
hands? Who let the Thoulon Squadron into Br? Wo 
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Deſcent > Who have carried on our Miſmanagements by 

Sea and Land? Are they not the ſame Perſons fpoken of 

before ? I could proceed much further, were it not an invi- 
dious Subject, and my Deſign to compoſe, not to aug- 

ment differences. e 

Can they recriminate upon the Diſſenters any farther 
than to ſay that they are loyal to exceſs? A ſmall Crime 
in poor Creatures that never knew what a good King was 
before. Do they leap and rejoice ? well they may, when 
they are easd of ſuch heavy Butdens,. which broke the 

Necks and very Hearts of their Forefathers; they are 
newly come out of the Dungeon of Thraldom, and per- 
haps their Eyes ſo dazle at the Sunſhine of Liberty, that 
theydo not take ſuch regular Reps as they ought,but run in- 
to a Court-Intereſt without thinking. But ſure the Church 
cannot blame them for this; they are perhaps now willing 
to fill up the meaſure of Loyalty they wanted in the late 
Reigns; and I am poſitive if ever Loyalty was due from 
that ſort of People to an Engliſh King, it is at this time. 

It is not their fault that they have not ſtood by his Majeſty 
with their Lives as they have done with their Fortunes; it's the 
fault of your Sacramental Act, which will let no Man have his 
Brains beat out in the ſervice of his Country, but he that dips his 
Commiſſion in God's holy Ordinance. Tis well that Act did not 
deny his Majeſty their Aſſiſtance in point of Mony; if ſo, his Maje- 
ſty's Affairs would have been more embaraſs d: For if you look 
into the Loans at Guild: hall, you'l find the Purſes of the Diſſen- 
ters have been very generouſly open to his Majeſty's Aſſiſtance; 
tis a hard Caſe that his Majeſty, who is the common Father of 
his People, ſhould be indulgent to ſome, and a Step- father to 
others, who pay him the higheſt Duty and ReſpeR... LH 

It is much to be feared that this Act is kept in force by the di- 
ligent Application of a ſort of People among us, who are no real 
Friends to their Country, otherwiſe they would not ſuffer his 
Majeſty's hands to be tied up from the Service of ſuch as are in- 
tirely in his Intereſt : for thoſe that are Friends to their Country, 
would rather augment than diminiſh the number of - ſuch as are 
capable to defend, is, What will after Ages ſay of us if we...” 


ien“ 


— 
— — — — — — 


— 5 * | 


t the more Aſſurauce of this thing, we Will and Gran 


Wer 
| (26) 
ſhould have our Country invaded by a greater ſtrength than 
ſuch as are qualify'd by Law to defend it, and have it conquer d 
in the ſight of one 34 of its People, who are diſarmed con- 
traty to the Laws of God and Nature, and render d incapable 
of defending themſelves and the place of their Nativity? This 
is teaching them Paſſive-Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance with 
a witneſs, and making them one intire Thebean Legion. 

And ſuppoſe the Jacobites are one third more of the People 
of England, who will certainly join with the Invaders : then we 
have but one third of qualified Perſons to withſtand the Inva- 
ders. Now let any rational Man judg whether the native ſtrength 
of the Kingdom be not abominably weakened by this Act, 

Whatever this ſort of Men may think, and whatever their 
Deſigns may be, I can tell them that every Man in England who 
is a Native of this Country, is qualify'd by the Laws of God 
and Nature to defend it, without taking the Sacrament ; 
for, as I ſaid before, every one born in England has a right 
to the Liberties and Properties of the People of England; 
and without doubt he that has a Property in a thing, has 
a right to defend that Property; for Defence is included in the 
very Notion of Property: Our Eſtates are defended from illegal 
Claims in lawful Courts of Judicature; but when our Eſtates are 
invaded by Force of Arms, the Laws of Self- preſervation and de- 
fence empower us to repel ſuch Force: ſo that I would not have 
this fort of People imagine in ſuch an Emergency, the Diſſen- 
ters of England will ſtand ſtill and fee their Country taken from 
them, and ſuffer themſelves to be ſacrificed on ics Ruins. 

It would be well if the Clergy of this Nation, who think 
their Church in danger without this Act of Parliament, would 
inſtead of their Doctrines of Paſſive- Obedience and Non-Re- 
liſtance, preach up to the People the neceſſity of Self-defence, 
and this preſent Government: one is much more their indiſpen- 
ſible Duty than the other; the one is unwarranted by the Laws 
of God and. contrary to the Laws of Nature, the other their 
Duty enjoin'd them both by the Laws of God, Nature, and 
the Laws of the Land, as appears by the Statute Ammo 34 
Eaw. I. call d, De Tallagio non concedends, confirming ſeveral Pri- 
vileges to the People; amongſt which, That the King ſhall raiſe 
no Money, or lay any Burdens upon the People, without con- 
ſent of Parliament: The 6h Article of which is, And for 
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e 411 Archbiſhops and Biſhops for ever, ſhall read this preſent 
Charter in Cathedral Churches twice in the year, and upon 
« reading thereof in every of their Parifh-Churches ſhall open- 
e 1y denounce accurſed all thoſe that willingly do procure to be 
e done any thing contrary to the Tenour, Force, and Effect of 
« this preſent Charter in any Point and Article. Fhere was. 
a Sentence of the Clergy againſt the Breakers of the Charta Le. 
reſta, call'd, Sententia lata ſuper Chartas; as alſo the Curſe of 
the Biſhops in Fegno Hen. 3. againſt the Breakers of the Great 
Charter, both of them omitted (for ſome reaſon to be ſure) in 
our Modern Statute- Book, but to be ſeen at large in that print- 
ed in Queen Elizabeth's time, An. 1557. But inſtead of holding. 
the Breakers of our fundamental Rights accurſed, we havefrom 
the Pulpits pray'd Godto pour on their heads his ſpecial Bleſſings, 
and from thence have told the People, that we ought not to re(1{t 
the Lord's Anointed, tho he were domg the Devil's Work, 
and bringing freeborn Engliſhmen into Slavery and Bondage. 

Under intolerable Oppreſſions did the Lairy groan in the late 
Reigns, their Liberties betray d by deſpotick Power, their Char- 
ters taken away without Law or Juſtice. Did this affect the Cler- 
ogy? no, they preach'd up their enflaving Doctrines ſtill, and. 
never join'd with the Laity in the recovery of their Rights; till 
the Popiſh Foxes worried the Lambs of the Church, till the 
Invaſion of Magdalen College, and the ſeven golden Candle- 
ſticks were ſent to hold Candles to light the Rats of the Tower; 
but have ever by their Artifices and compulſtve Laws, by the 
inarticulate ſound of a Church. gain'd a bigotted Party to them-- 
felves, who are grown ſo high Churchmen, that they overlook. 
their native Freedoms, and plot againſt themſelves. - 

*Tis this fore of Men that keep this Act on-foor, and there- 
by keep a great part of the native ſtrength of our Kingdom: 

F s ſervice, contrary to the Laws of God and Nature, 
which may in time prove the tuin of the moſt flouriſhing Realm 
in the Univerſe. 

It is only in the Power of our Repreſentatives in Parliament, 
to · redreſs this great Evil, to give God and Mankind their due: 
not only the Law of God is profaned and wreſted by this 
Act, vut even the Act it ſelf is wreſted to the prejudice of our 
Proteſtars Diſſenters, aaainſt whom it was never intended. I 
know the Poyer of Parliaments is very great: Parliaments are 
our Conſtitutiva, and without them our Government is diffoly- 
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ed: But the Power of Parliaments is derived from the People 
they repreſent, and in ſome degree they are preſcrib'd and limit- 
ed in their Adions. Here they cannot by any means vacate and 
annul the Laws of God. I would fain know from whom they 
had a Power to enact this Sacramental Teſt? not from God; 
nor from the People they repreſent, who cannot enable 
chem to exert a Power which they themſelves have not: for ne- 
mo dat quod non habet; they cannot deſtroy the Liberty of the Peo- 
ple; they are not by them commiſſionated upon this Account, 
but on the contrary fit in that Houſe as Guardians of the Peo- 
ples Liberties, to make Laws confirming and corroborating the 
Peoples antient Rights, and their free Cuſtoms ; and I very much 
wonder that ſince this Revolution no Act has paſt recognizing 
the Liberties of the good People of England. 

Without doubt the Laws of God are under the Care of our 
Repreſentatives; they may makeLaws penal, inforcing the Laws 
of God; for the Puniſhments and Judgments againſt the Breakers 
of God's Laws in the Scripture being inviſible and ſuture, Men 
are not ſo much deter'd from the breaking of them as by penal 
Statures : therefore they may make Laws circa ſacra, but not is 
facris ; they may make Laws enforcing the Obſervation of 
God's Holy Ordinances, but can make no Ordinances of their 
own in Divine Worſhip. | 

When a Parliament (hall conſtitute a Church upon other foun- 
dations than thoſe upon which the Church of Chriſt is built, and 
{hall eſpouſe the Intereſt of this Church excluſive of all other 
Churches, they are not the true Repreſentatives of the People, 
but dwindle into a Convocation,and only repreſent that Church 
whoſe Intereſt they eſpouſe. Now our Conſtitution is ſuch, that 
our Repreſentatives do repreſent in common all the good Peo- 
ple of England, Natives of this Country, and are to act in de- 
fee of cheir antient Laws and Liberties, their free Cuſtoms 
and Birthrights; and we find that the Diſſenters are by them re- 
preſented, by their being included in all Mony-Bills, as alſo 
by their Privilege of voting at Elections: ſo that they being 
part of his Majeſty's natural born People, tis hoped the Honou- 
rable Houſe of Commons will let them have an equal Mare 
of the favour of the Crown, ſince ic is ſo much for the advan- 
tage of the Realm. 5 
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